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SUBJECT:  Funding Opportunity- Microbial Sciences Graduate Research Fellowships 
 
The Microbiome and Microbial Sciences Initiative that is co-directed by Rob Knight and 
Kit Pogliano seeks to accelerate the multidisciplinary research necessary to achieve a 
mechanistic understanding of microbial cells and communities and how they impact 
their physical and biological environments and to translate this knowledge into 
discoveries that benefit society. We seek to promote the development of graduate 
students who are capable of working in interdisciplinary research teams, by supporting 
interdisciplinary research and graduate education and by providing opportunities for 
professional development and interactions with scientists working in diverse 
environments.  
 
Towards this aim, the Microbial Sciences Graduate Research Initiative is pleased to 
invite applications for graduate research fellowships.  We seek to support projects that 
will investigate microbes, their communities, and the organisms they interact with, on 
multiple scales, from molecules to populations. We seek to support new, potentially high 
risk, collaborative research projects, as well as efforts to collect the preliminary data 
necessary to enable funding from external agencies, and to provide a mechanism to 
support graduate students who work with faculty in diverse disciplines.  
 
We will be offering support via three distinct mechanisms. 
1.  Graduate fellowships:  Support for graduate student-led interdisciplinary 
research projects 
Applications are open to UC San Diego graduate students interested in pursuing 
an interdisciplinary thesis project or who wish to add an interdisciplinary component to 
their current thesis research. The fellowships will provide up to one year of stipend 
support. The application will require a short research statement, CV, and a statement of 
support from the mentor or mentors.  Applications by this mechanism will be reviewed 
twice per year, starting on March 1, 2017, for funding that will start April 1, 2017. 
 
2.  Pilot projects:  Support for new collaborative research projects 
We will provide funding for collaborative grants in the microbial sciences that were 
reviewed favorably but not funded, to allow investigators to collect preliminary data 
required for a successful resubmission. To be eligible, applicants must include in their 
external grant applications a strong collaborative component that includes PhD students 



and involves two or more UC San Diego faculty. Faculty may request support for one 
individual, for a maximum of $50,000.  Applications by this mechanism will be reviewed 
on a bimonthly basis, starting on March 1, 2017, and will require a short application, 
submission of the summary statements/critiques from the agency, an anticipated 
timeline for resubmission, and the identification of a current graduate student to lead the 
project.  
 
 
3. Support for graduate student-led Center for Microbiome Innovation seed grants 
UC San Diego students who apply for seed funding from the Center for Microbiome 
Innovation, are invited to simultaneously apply for one quarter of stipend support from 
the Microbial Sciences Graduate Research Initiative. Those whose seed grants were 
awarded between July 1, 2016 and January 1, 2017 may retroactively apply for this 
support in order to enable data analysis and follow-up experiments.  Applications by this 
mechanism will be reviewed on a quarterly basis. 
 
Proposal Ranking Criteria 

1. Impact.  Projects should expand our understanding of microbial cells and 
communities, and enable future efforts to use this understanding to benefit 
human health, agriculture and industry. 

2. Interdisciplinarity.  We seek projects that leverage the unique strengths of UC 
San Diego and promote new collaborations across diverse disciplines, so that the 
full diversity of approaches, technologies and training can be brought to bear on 
complex scientific and societal issues. 

3. Creativity.  We seek projects that explore novel hypotheses, that bring together 
investigators in novel manners, or that seek to develop new technology and 
approaches and/or apply it to new systems.  We anticipate that some creative 
projects will be high risk and not otherwise fundable without significant 
preliminary data. 

4. Funding potential.  If successful, the project should have a high potential to 
receive external funding. 

5. New projects. We prefer to support new, presently unfunded projects and 
collaborations rather than extensions or expansions of existing projects, although 
we will consider well-justified exceptions. 

 
Proposals will be reviewed by the Microbial Sciences Graduate Research Initiative 
leadership team, and the level of funding finalized after consultation with the host 
graduate program. 
 
 
HOW TO APPLY 
 
Application materials for Interdisciplinary Graduate Fellowships: 

1. Applicant CV, including list of publications. 



2. One page description of proposed research. The proposal should include a 
component of interdisciplinary research, ideally, involving two faculty in different 
departments.   

3. Letter of support from sponsors for the project and candidate.  Co-sponsors can 
submit their own letter, or a single letter cosigned by both faculty.   

4. The letter should include the contact information for the departmental graduate 
program.  

5. Budget request (up to $50K). 
 
Application materials for Pilot Projects: 
1. For the grant that was favorably reviewed, but not funded: 

• Specific aims page. 
• Personnel justification page (or budget page) that includes PhD students (or 

assurances that the resubmission will include budgeted PhD students). 
• Critique from agency. 
• Date resubmission is planned.  

2.  One page description of the project, including how it will contribute to funding. 
3.  CV of the individual to be funded. 
4.  Budget request (up to $50K). 
 
Application materials for seed grant recipients: 
1.  One page description of the project. 
2.  CV of the individual to be funded. 
3.  Budget request (up to one quarter of stipend support). 
 
SEND APPLICATIONS AS A SINGLE PDF TO MSI@UCSD.EDU BY MARCH 1, 2017.  
Direct all inquiries to MSI@UCSD.EDU. 
 
 
Kit Pogliano 
Co-Director, Microbial Sciences Initiative 
Professor and Chair, Section of Molecular Biology 
Division of Biological Sciences 
 
Sandra Brown 
Vice Chancellor, Research Affairs 
 


